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Release: Immediate
PRESS RELEASE
COMMUNITY GRANTS FOR THAMES VALLEY PEOPLE
South East Region ESF Community Grants are part of the Learning and Skills Council and European Social Fund (ESF) programme, distributing £2,286,000 in small grants during 2008 – 2010.
Buckinghamshire Community Action (BCA) is a partner in the Thames Valley Region allocation of the ESF Community Grants; to fund projects which engage participants in activities that will encourage further learning and/or progression towards employment.  Together with support from the Community Council for Berkshire and Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, the project will be seeking applications from third sector organisations across Berkshire, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire, including Milton Keynes, who assist the most disadvantaged individuals to access further learning opportunities and/or progress to employment.
Project activities that could be eligible for funding include: 

· Initial help for people who need support with basic skills or for whom English is a second language

· Training in new skills or skills development
· Providing advice and coaching/mentoring

· Helping people with confidence building and personal development through training courses, coaching/mentoring or peer group support

· Assisting people with job searches, including CV and interview support

· Providing taster work experience including voluntary work or arranging such placements

· Helping people with first contact engagement activities, e.g. to provide support to individuals to help them overcome barriers to learning and/or employment
Grants will be distributed in December 2008, in the spring and autumn of 2009 and spring and summer of 2010.  People benefitting from these grants will be experiencing barriers to access services and will not be in paid work or be economically inactive. Priority will be given to lone parents, disadvantaged women, people with health/disability issues, older people (50 years plus) and people from ethnic minorities and diverse communities.
The SE ESF Community Grants programme is led by Surrey Community Action and will be available across the south east region through support from partners: Action for Communities in Rural Kent, Action in rural Sussex, Community Action Hampshire and the Community Council for Berkshire.  Full details of the fund and application forms are available on request for a first round of funding in mid December this year.

The European Social Fund, the Learning & Skills Council and Surrey Community Action and its partners are committed to ensuring that its grants are available to all eligible groups without discrimination. Groups receiving grants are also required to be open, fair and inclusive in the way they run their group or activities.

 - ENDS -
For further information contact:
XXX
XXX

Note to Editors:

Buckinghamshire Community Action is the Rural Community Council for Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes.  We offer help and support to local voluntary groups and community organisations working closely with both the voluntary and statutory sectors.  We promote and enable true partnership working at strategic, operational and local levels, aiming to ensure that community development is understood by all.
Buckinghamshire Community Action is a registered charity no. 1070267 and a company limited by guarantee, no. 3508718.
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